[Hyperthermia in combination with chemotherapy in gynecological cancers].
Hyperthermia in combination with chemotherapy has a strong biological rationale based on thermal enhancement of cytotoxicity and partial circumvention of resistance. Weekly locoregional hyperthermia in combination with cisplatin is an effective treatment (response rate: 52%) for patients with a recurrence of a previously irradiated carcinoma of the uterine cervix. A comparative trial versus cisplatin alone was recently started. Hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemotherapy is aimed at situations after optimal cytoreductive surgery in patients with carcinomatous peritonitis. The warmth enhances the penetration of the oncolytic agent. Whole-body hyperthermia using the Aquatherm apparatus in combination with chemotherapy is feasible: results in patients with metastatic sarcomas are promising. Trials with whole-body hyperthermia are in progress in patients with platinum refractory ovarian cancer and in patients with a metastatic carcinoma of the uterine cervix.